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Year 1 Learning Letter- Term 1 Teachers: Mrs Warner & Mr Gosling (WP) Mr Reardon (HH) 

Class: Woodpeckers and Hedgehogs 

Teaching Assistants: Mr Oakley, Mrs Buckingham, Mrs 

Divall 

PPA Cover: Mrs Divall and Mrs Guild  

Phonics:  
We will continue to follow the Essential Letters and Sounds 
programme for phonics. Year 1 starts with a brief revision of the 
previously taught phonemes in Phase 3 and harder to read words. 
We will then introduce phase 5 with four new phonemes being 
taught each week. Your child will be provided with a set of 
flashcards to practise at home. New sounds will be added as they 
are taught. Please practice these as often as you can. 

Home Learning:  
Learning to read is a vital part of your child’s development and, as 
such, is the focus for home learning. Please support your child to 
read their reading book four times a week and practise their 
flashcards for a minute or two daily. Regular practise has a strong 
positive impact on children’s recall of the graphemes and ability to 
blend confidently.  Reading books will be changed once a week 
on Wednesday.  

PE: This will be on Friday afternoon each week. Please make 

sure that children come to school in their PE kits for the whole 

day. This term we will be doing Games. Your child will explore 

the various ways in which balls can be used and explore different 

body parts that can be used to control a ball. 

Science: We start our science learning and talking about the 
weather in Autumn and other seasonal changes that occur at this 
time of year. We will also be learning more about animal and 
human bodies and which part of the body is used for which 
sense. 

Computing: We will build on 
our keyboard and mouse skills 
that we learnt in Reception.  

Communication:  
If you have any questions, concerns or worries about your child, 
please speak to the class teacher briefly after school, leave a 
message with the person on the door, or email the class teacher 
directly. 
We would greatly appreciate volunteers to help in school to 
support our children. This could be with phonics first thing in the 
morning, occasional cooking, and for school trips. If you have 
already volunteered and would like to continue, please let your 
class teacher know your current availability. If you would like to be 
a volunteer, look out for the next training workshop on our school 
website. 
 
 
 

A general note: A very warm welcome back! 

In Year 1, your child will learn through whole class directed teaching 
activities, focus tasks and through independent learning time where 
they will be able to choose their learning. Your child will be familiar 
with this way of working as it is similar to EYFS but all our activities 
will follow the objectives of the National Curriculum for Year 1. We 
believe that this way of working will enable your child to receive new 
learning with adults and also engage in purposeful and productive 
play throughout the day alongside developing their independence. 
 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities  
(including trips): 
 
This term we will be visiting a 
local church to support our RE 
learning. 
 

Maths:  
We will begin by recapping place value and number knowledge 
This means lots of practise in counting, recognising and ordering 
numbers up to and beyond 20. We check our understanding of the 
terms 1 more and 1 less and make sure we can quickly say the 
numbers before and after any given number to 20. We will then use 
this to solve addition and subtraction problems.  
Later in the term, we will move onto measurement and look at 
length, height, weight/mass and time. 
 

English/Topic: Me and My World 
Our inspiration for writing will be a range of non-fiction texts about 
the world, journeys and space. Our fiction texts include the 
wonderful books The Way Back Home, Bob - The Man on the Moon 
and Beegu. The children will learn key reading and writing skills 
applying their phonic knowledge and will focus on structuring 
sentences in order with capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.  

Geography:  
We will be encouraging 
children to ask geographical 
questions as they explore hot 
and cold areas of the world. 
We will learn about how the 
climate can differ around the 
world linking to Science and 
the weather patterns we see in 
our country and around the 
world. 

Art: We will be learning about 

primary and secondary 
colours and developing skills 
in using a range of media. 

RE: We will be learning about different communities and how 
people can express their identities and commitment to their 
community. We will compare how members of the Christian and 
Muslim communities welcome a new born baby. 

PHSE 
We are learning about why we need rules in the classroom and the 
importance of learning how to play together.  We will also be 
looking at what consent means and how we use it. 


